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recompense for which they made him their king,
and called their first town Thebes, in honour of
Cadmus, who was originally of the great Egyptian
Thebes, a city much more ancient than the nation
of the Grecians.

Atlas (also mentioned before) was an African;
conspicuous for his excellence in all human wisdom
and knowledge; by this he was raised to such a
height in the affection of the people, that they made
him king of Mauritania, in the northern part of
Afric. He was one of the most learned magicians
of the time, and by his knowledge in the motions
of the stars, and his excellent judgment in the good
government of nations, he is feigned by the ancients
to carry the world upon his shoulders; that is to
say, his precepts of government supported the na-
tions, and preserved order and discipline in the
world; and for this he was, as he well deserved,
chosen by the people of Afric to be their king.

I have done with my examples of wise men being
made kings, especially being made so for their
wisdom too; and indeed, to what purpose should I
go on with the account? it is not pretended the
example should move the world in this age, or in
the next: the world at present has no great occa-
sion for more wise kings than they have; and be-
sides, as there is a right wise generation rising up
to supply the place of power, as fast as nature wears
off the incumbents, and we see no danger of wanting
a suitable succession, so I leave that part of the
subject, and shall talk of another class.

The magicians or wise men being, as I have thus
described, men of worth, and justly valued in the
world, let us see how long they held it, and how
they lost that character.

The first step which I meet with, which lessens
their figure in my account, was when the magi
or wise men were called in to support the govern-